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�>$JӃӃXT º MX Æ ´ «J³Éŵ ӃXJÆX«ŵ N-N³XJº³´ŵ

M³ TzX MÄ ӃTX³´ J«T «Ä³ºÄ³X³´�? 

A panorama of the global world reveals a world full of potential, great challenges and changing 

trends.  In its potential, we view and experience a world that is multicultural and multiethnic;       

endowed with creative, adventurous young women and men; enriched with the wisdom of elderly 

�P�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�P�H�Q���� �K�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �F�X�U�L�R�X�V���� �L�Q�Q�R�F�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�O�D�\�I�X�O�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���� �E�O�H�V�V�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �*�R�G���V�� �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O������

creatures and amazing nature.  In contrast, our world is characterised by inequality, inequity, forced 

migration, radicalisation of mainly the young people, child abuse, acts of terrorism, lack of         

accountability and transparency, unemployment and underemployment, the list is endless. Indeed, 

we cannot ignore the fact that our world is paralysed and torn apart by divisions of race, ethnicity, 

gender, age, status, religion and all forms of discrimination. This reflection will pay more attention 

on the negative realities of our world and our potential to re-

spond in new creative and nonviolent ways.  

As consecrated women and members of the Institute of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary (IBVM), how then do we respond to these 

new realities?  In response to this question, the call of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 16 to 

��Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for 

�D�O�O���D�Q�G�� �E�X�L�O�G�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���� �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H�� �D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�W�� �D�O�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V�� will form our theological 

�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����6�'�*���������H�F�K�R�H�V���R�X�U���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����*�&�����&�D�O�O�������W�R�����%�U�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R��

�O�L�Y�H���L�Q���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���R�X�U���O�L�I�H���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� (GC Call 2).  

Reflecting on these two calls, we recognise our own poverty, the chains that curtail our freedom, 

and the deep desires to exclude others. Both these calls challenge us to work towards building    

inclusive communities . Promoting peaceful and inclusive societies and ensuring justice for all calls 

for a movement beyond our comfort zones and a change of negative and oppressive mindsets that 
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